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each other to prevent Turkey from doing the same to their dis-
advantage. He had thus in the space of six months encouraged and
abetted Russia on the one side, and Austria, Great Britain and Italy
on the other in policies which were very likely, if persisted in, to
bring them into collision. At the end he himself, and Germany,
remained free. For though he planned and negotiated the Tripartite
Mediterranean Agreement of the Three Powers, he carefully refrained
from putting his own signature to it. He was thus in a position, if
the Tsar made inquiries, to deny that Germany had take any action
hostile to Russia or in conflict with the Reinsurance Treaty, and if
she persisted, to refer her to Rome, London or Vienna. In this way
he hoped to " keep the German wire to St. Petersburg," while employ-
ing his partners to hold Russian policy in check.
It may be said that Salisbury could have done nothing else even if
he had known all the facts. He had grown lukewarm about Turkey,
but he still held it to be a high British interest to prevent Russia
from reaching Constantinople and dominating the Straits; and faced
with the alternative of obliging Prince Bismarck an4 seeing Germany
encourage these Russian designs, he chose the lesser evil. It is possible,
if he had known all the facts, he would still have concluded, as he told
the Prince, that" the grouping of the States, which has been the work
of the last year would be an effective barrier against any possible
aggression of Russia in Europe." But then, as always, it was deep
in Bismarck's thoughts that to keep Great Britain and Russia in a
state of mutual hostility was a prime desideration of German policy.
" "We are under an obligation to the German people," he had told
'the Emperor William not long previously, "to avoid everything
which could lead to our relieving England of Russian hostility and
bringing that hostility on ourselves." The Mediterranean agreement
was well in line with this idea. Nothing could be less likely to relieve
England of Russian hostility.
5
Among the events of this year was the signing on May 22 of the
Drummond-WolfF Convention which all but committed the Govern-
ment to the evacuation of Egypt. The Conservative party at this
time was by no means whole-hearted about accepting permanent
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